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STAGE 1: Preliminary Examination Syllabus

General Studies Paper I (Preliminary Examination):

This paper aims to test candidates' knowledge in various areas of general awareness. This
paper discusses the following topics:

1. Indian History: Ancient, medieval, and modern history of India, major dynasties,
socio-cultural aspects, freedom struggle, etc.

2. Indian National Movement: Various stages, prominent leaders, and events related
to India's struggle for independence.

3. Geography: Physical, economic, and social geography of India and the world,
environmental ecology, biodiversity, climate change, etc.

4. Indian Politics and Governance: Indian Constitution, political system, Panchayati
Raj, public policy, human rights problems, and so on.
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5. Economic and Social Development: Poverty, inclusion, demographics, social
sector efforts, and so on.

6. Environmental Ecology: Biodiversity, conservation, environmental pollution,
climate change, sustainable development, etc.

7. General Science: Basics of physics, chemistry, biology, and their application in daily
life, advancements in science and technology, etc.

8. Current Events: National and international importance, current affairs, recent
developments in various fields, etc.

General Studies Paper II (CSAT) (Preliminary Examination):

This paper assesses candidates' comprehension, reasoning, analytical abilities, decision-
making skills, and aptitude. Covered topics are:

1. Reading readings and answering questions to assess comprehension skills.
2. Interpersonal Skills including Communication Skills: Verbal and non-verbal

communication, effective communication, listening skills, etc.
3. Logical Reasoning and Analytical Ability: Analytical and logical reasoning,

pattern recognition, data interpretation, etc.
4. Decision-making and Problem-solving: Decision-making skills, problem-solving

abilities, dealing with uncertainties, etc.
5. General Mental Ability: Basic numeracy, logical reasoning, critical thinking, etc.

STAGE 2: Main Examination Syllabus

Paper A: Indian Language (Main Examination):

This paper aims to test candidates' proficiency in one of the Indian languages chosen
from the Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution. Candidates need to demonstrate
their understanding of the chosen language, comprehension skills, and ability to write
essays.

Paper B: English (Main Examination):

Similar to Paper A, this paper evaluates candidates' proficiency in the English language,
comprehension skills, and essay writing abilities.

Essay (Main Examination):

Candidates must submit two essays on assigned themes. This paper assesses their ability
to present their ideas coherently, express their thoughts effectively, and critically analyze
the given topics.
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General Studies I to IV (Main Examination):

These papers cover a wide range of subjects in a comprehensive manner. Following are
the topics included:

1. General Studies I covers topics such as the history and culture of the Indian people,
as well as the geography of the planet and civilization.

2. General Studies II: Governance, constitution, polity, social justice, international
relations, etc.

3. General Studies III includes topics such as technology, economic development,
biodiversity, the environment, security issues, and disaster management.

4. General Studies IV: Ethics, integrity, and skills, including ethics and how people
interact with each other, attitude, and the core values of the public service.

Optional Subject Paper I and II (Main Examination):

The UPSC gives candidates a list of topics from which they can choose one to study. The
optional subjects include various disciplines such as history, geography, political science,
economics, mathematics, sociology, psychology, literature, etc. Candidates need to
appear for two papers related to their chosen optional subject.

Personality Test (Interview):

The final stage of the examination involves a personal interview, also known as the
Personality Test. In this stage, candidates are assessed on their personality traits, general
knowledge, communication skills, and suitability for a career in the civil services. The
interview panel consists of experts from various fields who evaluate the candidate's
overall demeanor, intellectual abilities, problem-solving skills, and awareness of current
affairs.
It's important to note that while the UPSC syllabus provides a broad framework of the
subjects to be studied, the depth and breadth of each topic may vary. Candidates are
expected to have a comprehensive understanding of the subjects and their interlinkages.
They should stay updated with current events and develop a critical and analytical
approach towards the subject matter.

Moreover, the UPSC syllabus may be subject to revisions or updates by the UPSC itself.
It is essential for aspirants to regularly check the official UPSC website or refer to
reliable sources for the most up-to-date information on the syllabus and examination
pattern.

Preparing for the UPSC examination requires a systematic approach, extensive reading,
and regular practice. Aspirants are advised to refer to recommended textbooks, study
materials, previous years' question papers, and take guidance from experienced mentors
or coaching institutes to enhance their preparation and understanding of the subjects.



Remember, success in the UPSC examination depends not only on knowledge but
also on effective time management, critical thinking, and the ability to express ideas
concisely. It is crucial to develop a holistic approach towards the syllabus and
consistently work towards strengthening all aspects of the examination to increase the
chances of success.

10 Tips to Prepare UPSC Syllabus

1. Understand the Exam: Familiarize yourself with the UPSC exam pattern, stages,
and syllabus to create a structured study plan.

2. Analyze the Syllabus: Thoroughly go through the UPSC syllabus, subject-wise, and
identify the key topics and sub-topics.

3. Gather Study Materials: Collect relevant books, reference materials, online
resources, and previous years' question papers for each subject.

4. Create a Study Schedule: Design a realistic timetable allocating time for each
subject, focusing on weak areas, revision, and practice.

5. Focus on Current Affairs: Stay updated with national and international current
affairs through newspapers, magazines, and reliable online sources.

6. Enhance General Knowledge: Develop a habit of reading newspapers, magazines,
and books to improve your knowledge base.

7. Effective Note-taking:Make concise and organized notes during your preparation
to facilitate quick revision.

8. Practice AnswerWriting: Regularly practice writing answers to previous years'
questions to improve your writing skills and time management.

9. TakeMock Tests: Attempt mock tests to gauge your preparation level, identify
areas of improvement, and get familiar with the exam format.

10. Revision and Self-Evaluation: Regularly revise the subjects, revise your notes, and
evaluate your progress to track your strengths and weaknesses.

Remember, consistent effort, discipline, and a positive mindset are key

to success in the UPSC examination.
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